
DESIGN IN CONTEXT 

VCD – Unit 2 



Elements and Principles 

 Point 

 Colour 

 Line 

 Tone 

 Texture 

 Letterform 

 Form 

 Shape 

 Hierarchy 

 Scale 

 Contrast 

 Proportion 

 Pattern 

 Balance 

ELEMENTS PRINCIPLES 



The three M’s 

 Glass 

 Stone 

 Steel 

 Plastic 

 Paper 

 Card 

 Photography 

 Photocopying 

 ICT 

 Airbrush 

 Printmaking 

MATERIALS METHODS 



MEDIA 

 Pencils 

 Fine-Liners 

 Copic Markers 

 Paints 

 Inks 

MEDIA 



Introduction 

 Visual communications are a reflection of their time, 
and often depict the fashion, taste and trends of a 
period.  

 The impact of social change can be clearly seen in 
many areas of design including fashion, 
architecture, graphic design and product design. 

 Materials and media used in the production of 
visual communications change due to the influences 
of new technologies and concerns about ongoing 
environment. 





The Arts and Crafts movement called for simplicity and clear function, and believed that 

beautiful decorative products play a role in the improvement of peoples lives. 

Arts and Crafts Movement – 1850 - 1914 



Art Nouveau was a global movement named in France. It displayed an emphasis on 

decoration and artistic unity displayed in natural, organic, flowing shapes and forms. 

Art Nouveau – 1880 - 1910 



Influenced by the atrocities of the First World War, this artistic and literary movement 
used experimental techniques, collage and randomly generated words and images to 
create theatre, poetry and artworks. 

Dada – 1916 - 1923 



The Bauhaus meaning ‘building house’, was a significant German design school. The 
Bauhaus director, Walter Gropious, believed that the making of objects and 
constructions was an important social and intellectual pursuit, and he encouraged 
students to follow a functional aesthetic.  

Bauhaus – 1919 - 1933 



Art Deco refers to a mix of styles that occurred between the World Wars, from 1920 to 
1939. The visual characteristics of the Art Deco style – symmetry, simplicity and 
geometry – formed a visual language that was applied across a wide range of 
products and artworks. 

Art Deco – 1920 - 1939 



Pop design set many of the foundations for postmodernism. Just as Pop artists like 

Andy Warhol looked to popular culture for inspirational material, Pop designers 

appropriated materials and design elements found in the everyday. 

Pop – 1958 - 1972 



Postmodernism refers to the stylistic developments that depart from the norms of 
modernism. Postmodern designers questioned the modernists emphasis on logic, 
simplicity and order, suggesting that ambiguity and contradiction may also have a 
place.  

Post Modern Design – 1965 - PRESENT 



The rise of digital technology has had an enormous impact on the nature of design 

and visual communication. Computer-based technologies have transformed the 

traditional design space, and designers are required to respond. The versatility of 

the computer has had an effect on the nature of designers. 

Digital Design – 1984 - PRESENT 



What you need to know? 

 The Key movements in design – a general 

understanding. 

 Art Deco and Dada movement: 

 Year 

 Key artists designers 

 Characteristics of these movements i.e social and 

technological 

 Identifying historical connections 

 



Task: Comparison Of 2 Design 

Movements 

 Investigate the application of design elements and 

principles to graphic design (of items such as movie 

posters, brochures, packaging) during the Art Deco 

and Dada movement. Using the information 

gathered, present a written or multimedia 

presentation that explains the similarities, 

differences and influences observed. 



Comparisons 

 

DADA ART DECO 


