
PART TWO 



PRINCIPLES OF ART & DESIGN 

SCALE 
 
The overall size of the 
work, relative to other 
art works of a similar 
type. 

SPACE 
 
In a 3D work, this 
is the area 
occupied by the 
work, height, 
width & depth. In 
a 2D work we refer 
to the illusion of 
space and depth. 

 

PROPORTION 
 
The relation between 
the scale of the 
shapes and forms 
within an art work 

BALANCE 
 
Is there a feeling of 
evenness in the 
distribution of colour, 
texture, shape and 
form etc? 

EMPHASIS/ 
DOMINANCE 
 
What catches the 
viewer’s eye most in 
the art work. 

-Large 
-Small  
-Intimate 
-Miniature 
-Monumental 

- Positive 
Space 
-Negative 
Space 
-Linear  
-Aerial 

-Realistic 
-Exaggerated 
-Distorted 
-Elongated 
-Unnatural 

- Top Heavy 
-Even 
-Unbalanced 
-Asymmetrical 
-Symmetrical 

- Focal point 
-Zooming in 
-Leading lines 



PRINCIPLES OF ART & DESIGN 

CONTRAST 
 
Achieved when different 
aspects of one element 
used side by side to 
create interest and 
variation 

REPETITION 
 
Use of repeated 
elements, e.g line 
to create pattern or 
area of visual 
interest. 
Repetition of 
subject matter eg 
heads in a row. 

 

MOVEMENT/ 
RYTHM 
 
Use of repetion of 
shapes/forms or 
colours or use of line 
to lead the viewer’s 
eye in a particular 
way. To create rhythm 
or visual movement. 

UNITY 
 
Does the work feel 
like its complete? Is it 
cohesive or is there 
something missing? 
Does the work flow? 

 
 
. 

-Strong 
-Dramatic 
-Subtle 
-Tonal contrast 
-Colour contrast 
 

- Continuous 

-Even 
-Pattern 
-Motif 
-Symbol 

-Swirling 
-Flowing 
-Rippling 
-Stillness 
-Flowing lines 

-Finished 
-Unfinished 
-Cohesive 
-Not working 
-Harmonious 



Balance 



Balance 

Symmetrical Balance 

Asymmetrical Balance 



Contrast 



Cropping 



Hierarchy 



Figure-Ground 



Pattern 





EXAMPLE EXAM RESPONSE 

ANSWERS: 
i. 
Pattern 
ii. 
Scale 
iii. 
Line 
iv. 
Shape 
v. 
Texture 
vi. 
Hierarchy 



EXAMPLE EXAM RESPONSE 



Analyse ‘context’ & ‘purpose’: 



Your Turn: 

Analyse the following: 
 
 - Target Audience 
 - Context 
 - Purpose 
 - Discuss/define ONE element 
AND principle 
 - Identify ONE METHOD used 
In the production of this Vis Comm. 



Suggestive Answers: 


